MARTIN COUNTY
EMERGENCY ORDER 20-15
(FACE COVERINGS IN PUBLIC)
WHEREAS, Section 51.4.C., General Ordinances, Martin County Code, authorizes the
County Administrator to issue any such orders as are deemed necessary to protect life and property
and preserve critical resources; and
WHEREAS, Novel Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) is a severe acute respiratory
illness that can spread among humans through respiratory transmission and presents a wide range of
symptoms, some of which are similar to those of influenza; and
WHEREAS, the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) advises that COVID-19 spreads mainly
from person to person through respiratory droplets produced when an infected person coughs, sneezes
or talks; these droplets can land in the mouths or noses of people who are nearby or possibly be inhaled
into the lungs; and studies and evidence on infection control report that these droplets usually travel
around 6 feet (about two arms lengths); and
WHEREAS, the CDC advises that a significant portion of individuals with coronavirus lack
symptoms

("asymptomatic")

and

that

even

those

who

eventually

develop

symptoms

("presymptomatic") can transmit the virus to others before showing symptoms. This means that the
virus can spread between people interacting in close proximity -- for example, speaking, coughing, or
sneezing -- even if those people are not exhibiting symptoms; and
WHEREAS, the World Health Organization (WHO) has declared a pandemic related to
COVID-19; and
WHEREAS, the Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has declared the potential
public health threat posed by COVID-19 as “high”, both in the United States and throughout the world;
and
WHEREAS, on March 1, 2020, Governor Ron DeSantis issued Executive Order 20-51,
directing that a Public Health Emergency be declared in the State of Florida; and
WHEREAS, on March 9, 2020, Governor Ron DeSantis issued Executive Order 20-52,
declaring a State of Emergency in the State of Florida regarding the COVID-19 pandemic; and
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WHEREAS, similar Court rulings have been entered throughout the State of Florida Circuit
Courts, specifically in Palm Beach County, Alachua County, Leon County and Seminole County
denying challenges to face covering ordinances or emergency orders issued by the counties; and
WHEREAS, in the beginning of July, Martin County was experiencing a spike in COVID-19
positive cases with record-breaking positive COVID-19 tests results coming in daily;
WHEREAS, the Cleveland Clinic and doctors in our community expressed grave concern at
the time that hospital admittance for COVID-19 had a significant increase in that admittance numbers
had been doubling over the course of two-week intervals; and
WHEREAS, as a result of the COVID-19 crisis, on July 8, 2020, Martin County adopted
Ordinance 1136, which mandated wearing face coverings in public places (“Face Covering
Ordinance”).
WHEREAS, after the Face Covering Ordinance was adopted, Martin County began to
experience a decline in the percentage of daily positive test results.
WHEREAS, Ordinance 1136 sunsets on August 8, 2020 and face coverings will no longer be
required in public places in Martin County; and
WHEREAS, Martin County currently has 3,712 positive COVID-19 cases with positive
COVID-19 tests results coming in daily and an overall cumulative positive test percentage rate of
14.8%, one of the highest in the State of Florida;
WHEREAS, Martin County is compelled to take additional steps to minimize the spread of
COVID-19 in response to positive COVID-19 cases and hospital admittances to protect the health,
safety and welfare of Martin County residents and visitors; and
WHEREAS, any mask recommendations would be for sanitary purposes to promote the
health, safety and welfare of all persons in Martin County and not for the purpose of suggesting a
medical recommendation or other medical treatment; and
WHEREAS, Martin County believes that strongly encouraging individuals to wear face
coverings in public will significantly help reduce the spread of COVID-19 and lessen the positive
COVID-19 cases in Martin County.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED AS FOLLOWS:
1.
as follows:

Face Coverings. Persons are strongly encouraged to wear face coverings in public

a.
Indoor Public Places, Businesses and Establishments. Face coverings are
strongly encouraged to be worn by all persons while obtaining or providing any goods or
services or otherwise visiting or working in any indoor public place, business or establishment.
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7th

August

11:30am

