
Mooring Field Tie-Up Policy and Minimum Bridle 
Gear Requirements 

1. Bridle Gear Specifications 
To ensure the safety and security of your vessel while moored in our field, all guests are 
required to use proper bridle gear when tying up to a mooring buoy. The minimum bridle 
gear requirements are as follows: 

• Bridle Line Requirements: 
o Type: Double-braid nylon line, suitable for marine use. 
o Minimum Length: 15 feet. 
o Diameter: 5/8" diameter line. 
o Eyes: Both ends of the line must have pre-tied 12-inch eyes, large enough to 

properly attach to boat cleats. 
o Chafing Gear: Chafing gear must cover the entire length of the bridle line to 

prevent wear and tear from friction. 

Important: You will need two 15-ft 5/8" lines with chafing gear that covers the entire length of 
the line to tie up to our mooring buoys. 

 

2. Mooring Procedures 
Correct mooring techniques are essential for the protection of your vessel and the integrity 
of the mooring system. Please adhere to the following guidelines when tying up to a 
mooring buoy: 

• Approach: 
o Approach the mooring buoy slowly, from downwind or down current. The buoy 

should remain on the same side as the helm, so you can maintain full visibility of 
it during the approach. 

o Put the vessel in neutral to prevent entanglement with the buoy or other 
mooring lines. 

• Retrieving the Pick-Up Line: 
o Use a boat hook to safely retrieve the black pendant line. 
o Never tie the pendant line directly to your boat, as this can cause undue stress 

on the mooring anchor and potentially damage the system. 
o Never stern-tie to a buoy. This is both dangerous for your vessel and others, and 

it places unnecessary strain on the mooring system. 
• Securing Your Vessel: 



o Once the pendant line is retrieved, let out enough line so that the buoy is not 
pulled underwater. It is recommended to leave approximately 4 feet of slack in 
the line. 

o Ensure that the white loop pendant is kept above the water and not submerged. 
o Always inspect the mooring buoy and lines before securing your vessel. You are 

responsible for ensuring the integrity of your tie-up. If you notice any issues, 
report them immediately to the Harbormaster. 

• Tie-Up Option One: 
Take one of your lines and secure one end to the port cleat using the pre-tied loop. Slide 
the loop through the cleat, then over the horns, tightening and clinching down on the 
line. Using the other end of your line, run it through the eye of the pendant and back to 
the port cleat. Again, use the pre-tied loop to slide through the cleat, then over the 
horns, tightening and clinching down on the line. Repeat the process on the starboard 
side. (Please see diagram.)  

• Tie-Up Option Two: 
Take one end of your line. Run the loop through the pendant eye. Then, take the long 
part of the line and run it through the loop, creating a clinch knot on the eye. Next, take 
the long end of the line back to your port cleat. Use the pre-tied loop to slide through 
the cleat, then over the horns, tightening and clinching down on the line. (Please see 
diagram.)       

 



• Daily Inspections: 
Inspect your lines daily for any signs of wear or damage. This includes checking for 
chafing, fraying, or other issues that could compromise the security of your vessel. 

• Departure: 
o Before leaving the mooring field, untie your lines and ensure they are clear of 

your vessel’s path. 
o Back well away from the mooring before starting your engine to avoid fouling 

any lines or other vessels. 

 

3. Additional Guidelines 

• It is the responsibility of the vessel owner to ensure that the mooring gear and tie-up 
procedures are followed correctly. 

• Failure to adhere to these minimum bridle gear specifications and mooring procedures 
may result in the vessel being asked to vacate the mooring field or incur additional 
charges for repairs to the mooring system, with no refunds. 

• Vessel owner is responsible for providing their own appropriate gear for securing their 
vessel to the mooring. 
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